
Mission
The mission of the William D. Ruckelshaus Center is 

to act as a neutral resource for collaborative problem 

solving in the region. Its aim is to provide expertise 

that improves the availability and quality of voluntary 

collaborative approaches to policy development and 

multi-party dispute resolution. The Center is a joint 

effort of Washington State University (WSU) and the 

University of Washington (UW) and was developed in 

response to requests from community leaders. Building 

on the unique strengths of the two institutions, the 

Center is dedicated to assisting public, tribal, business, 

agribusiness, environmental, and other community 

leaders in their efforts to work together to build 

consensus and resolve conflicts around difficult public 

policy issues. In addition, the Center helps advance 

the teaching, curriculum, and research missions of the 

two universities by bringing real-world policy issues to 

the campuses.

Governance and Funding
The Center has offices at WSU and UW. It is overseen by an advisory board chaired by William Ruckelshaus and composed 

of prominent local and state leaders representing a broad range of constituencies and geographic locations in the region. 

Funding for the Center is sought from a mix of sources, including foundations, corporations, individuals, agencies, other 

state and federal sources, and fees for services when appropriate.

Activities
The Center will not duplicate or compete with existing services.
When it is invited to assist with a dispute or an emerging issue,
it can:	
• Provide a neutral and safe forum for parties to define and  	
		  resolve issues
• Conduct a conflict assessment to determine the most 		
	 productive means of addressing the issues
• Marshal resources for collaborative problem solving
• Serve as a clearinghouse for resources and research to be 	
		  used at the option of the parties
• Perform applied research
• Provide knowledge, training, and infrastructure 		
		  development to improve the collaborative problem-	
		  solving capacity of the parties and institutions
• Host policy discussions

	 	 	 	

For more information on the Center,
 please visit our web site at: 

http://RuckelshausCenter.wsu.edu

“Unfortunately, we have historically lacked an 
institutional theater in which science and policy-
making can come together efficiently, and produce 
more light than heat.”

- WILLIAM  D. RUCKELSHAUS

“Good environmental policy is crafted by 
involved citizens working in partnership 
with government.  It requires a delicate 
balancing of viewpoints and a creative and 
civil search for solutions.  The courtroom is 
no substitute for intelligent cooperation.”

-DANIEL J. EVANS



Sandra O. Archibald - UW Daniel J. Evans School of Public		
	  Affairs

Phyllis Campbell - The Seattle Foundation

Megan Clubb - Baker Boyer Bank

Elizabeth Cowles - The Cowles Company

Jack Creighton - Madrona Venture Group

Greg Devereux -  Washington Federation of State 			
	 Employees

Bob Drewel - Puget Sound Regional Council

Mark Emmert - University of Washington

Hon. Daniel J. Evans - Daniel J. Evans and Associates

Anne Farrell - The Seattle Foundation

Francois X. Forgette - Rettig Osborne Forgette, LLP

Linda Kirk Fox - Washington State University Extension

Billy Frank, Jr. - Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission

William Gates - Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

Peter Goldmark - Double J. Ranch, Inc

Jay Gordon - Washington State Dairy Federation

Hon. Slade Gorton - Preston, Gates, Ellis LLP

Gerald Grinstein - Delta Airlines

Heather Hansen - Washington Friends of Farms and Forests

Denis Hayes - Bullitt Foundation

Mack Hogans - Mack L. Hogans, LLC Consulting Services

John Hough - Rockey Hill & Knowlton

Joe King - King Crowley and Company

Bill Lampson - Lampson International

Jay Manning - Washington State Department of Ecology

Bill Marler - Marler Clark

Jerry Meninick - Heritage University

Deborah Moore - Grant County

Ralph Munro - Shared Strategy for Puget Sound

Bill Neukom - Preston, Gates, Ellis LLP

Jesse Palacios  - Yakima County

Linda Evans Parlette - Washington State Senate

V. Lane Rawlins - Washington State University

Bill Ruckelshaus - Madrona Venture Group

Read Smith - National Association of Conservation
	 Districts

Helen Sommers - Washington State House of 		
	                  Representatives

Michael J. Tate - Washington State University

Jim Waldo - Gordon, Thomas, Honeywell, Malanca &
	 Peterson

Bob Watt - The Boeing McDonnell Foundation

Cindy Zehnder - TVW
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